Will A.A. work for the person who has really ‘hit bottom’?

The record shows that A.A. will work for almost anyone who really wants
to stop drinking, no matter what the person’s economic or social
background may be. A.A. today includes among its members many who
have been on skid row, in jails, and in other public institutions. The down-
and-outer is at no disadvantage in coming to A.A. His or her basic
problem, the thing that has made life unmanageable, is identical with the
central problem of every other member of A.A. The worth of a member
in A.A. is not judged on the basis of the clothes worn, the handling of
language, or the size (or existence) of the bank balance. The only thing
that counts in A.A. is whether or not the newcomer really wants to stop
drinking. If the desire is there, the person will be welcomed. Chances are,
the most rugged drinking story the new member could tell will be topped
by an amazing number of people in the group, with similar backgrounds
and experiences.



